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The changes that take place in the water at the bottom
of Lake Coehituate during the summer are shown in the fol-
lowing table, where the analyses of the water at the surface
and bottom are compared. The most conspicuous change Is
thai of the color (see Fig. 60). While the water at the surface
is bleaching under the action of the sunlight, that at the bottom
grows rapidly darker until, near the close of the stagnation
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period, it has a decided opalescent turbidity and a rich brown
color, A peculiarity of the water h that Its color deepens
rapidly after being drawn to the surface These color phenomena
are due to the presence of iron in the water. By sedimentation
of iron in combination with organic matter and of ferric hydrate
produced by oxidation in the upper layers, a considerable
deposit of iron has been formed at the bottom. As the oxygen
dissolved in the water at the bottont disappears during the
summer, the ferric iron gives up its oxygen to the organic matter